KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
GEOGRAPHY: How is our country changing?
KEY VOCABULARY:
WORDS
City
Continent
Country
County
GDP
Great Britain
Human feature
Industry
Mountain
North, South, East,
West
Physical feature
Region
River
Settlement
The British Isles
The United
Kingdom of Great
Britain and
Northern Ireland
Town
Village
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MEANING
a place where people live, larger than a
land mass defined by physical, human, or cultural features
a political area defined by physical, human, or cultural features
a geographical area used for administrative purposes
Gross domestic product
official name for the countries of British Isles
created by humans, e.g. roads, houses, canals
a group of businesses that provide a product or service
a landform of rocks and earth rising high
compass points, locational vocabulary
naturally occurring, e.g. rivers, mountains, lakes
an area of a country or continent defined by physical, human, or cultural features
natural watercourse, flowing towards the sea, ocean or a lake.
a place where a group of people set up home, often the first inhabitants there.
the islands of Great Britain and Ireland 5,000 smaller islands off the coastline
political union of England, Wales, Scotland. The Channel Islands and the Isle of
Man are not part of the UK (they are Crown Dependencies)

a place where people live, larger than a village
a place where people live, smaller than a town.

KEY KNOWLEDGE:
QUESTION 1: What sustainable changes can occur in a region?
ANSWER
Sustainable development requires thinking about today’s needs while protecting the environment and resources
for the future. Strategies for this aim to: conserve resources, use local materials, involve local people and to use
modern technology. Sustainable change in a region might see a renewable resource begin used over and over
again, so it is more sustainable – e.g. water, wind, wood, sun and wave energy. There are positives and negatives of
each of these approaches. For wind power some believe they spoil the local environment and can be very noisy.
QUESTION 2: How was Bexleyheath different in the 1800’s?
ANSWER
Two hundred years ago Bexley was a tract of rough open land, unfit for farming. It had a bad reputation as a haunt
got criminals such as highwaymen. A road ran through the area from London to Dover and was very busy for the
time. The road was in bad repair until it was taken over by the New Cross Turnpike Trust in the late 1800’s and
made a toll road with the gates of this where Danson Park gates now are. Bexley New Town was built in 1819 and a
number of large houses were built. The area around the heath was cultivated for crops to provide food. The first
schools (public) in Bexley opened in 1826, however they were fee paying. Most attendees were under 9 as children
over 9 generally worked. This changed and by 1870 schools for older boys and girls were built. A police station was
built in 1840 in Broadway and moved from volunteer to paid offices to protect residents. At this time Bexleyheath
was a rural town with farms and allotments providing much of its food. As this expanded the fruit was sold in
London. Some of this farm still exists in North Cray. The first church built in the area was Christchurch in 1872 and
was on the Broadway, but has since been moved. In the 1890’s railway came to Bexley with the Kidbrooke,
Welling, Bexleyheath and Barnehurst station opening.
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QUESTION 3: What are the key topographical features in Welling/Bexley?
ANSWER
Topogrophy is the study of the shape and features of the surface of the Earth, especially their depiction
on a map. Look at the map of Bexley what features can you see?
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BEXLEY MAIN ROAD 1905

SUGGESTED WEBSITES TO FIND OUT MORE:
www.newsshopper.co.uk/opinion/10847328.How-has-Bexley-changed-in-80-years
www.oddizzi.com/teachers/explore-the-world/global-knowledge/environmental-change/sustainabledevelopment

